
St. Louis Statue

Restoration Project
In 2007, a joint project group formed,
consisting of St. Louis Scottish-American

cultural organizations, the Mildred Lane
Kemper Art Museum, and the Sam Fox

School of Design & Visual Arts, of Wash

ington University. The goal was to raise

the $30,000 required for restoration,

and to complete the work by the 250th

anniversary of the birth of Robert Burns
(Jan 25, 2009). The project has been a

great success. We encourage you and

your friends to come and visit the
statue.

Achieving the goal was due to excellent

teamwork across the project group.

Creation of the project group and driv

ing the Vision was largely due to Dr.
Donald Withrow who had first started

these efforts some three years earlier.

Primary Donors
St. Louis Scottish Games.
Dr. Donald & Marit Withrow.

GlaxoSmithKline.

Scottish St. Andrew Society of Greater
St. Louis.

Scottish Partnership for Arts and
Education.

Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum.

The Boeing Company.
Dr. James & Anne McLaren.

Dr. Richard & lona Baldwin.

Mr. Christopher Fulton.

o wad some Power the giftie gie us
To see oursels as ithers see us!

It wad frae many a blunder free us,
An' foolish notion

To a Louse

Statues of Robert Burns

Robert Burns lived an action-packed life of only

37 years, yet his prodigious poetry and songs
revived the cultural core of the Scottish nation.

His humble farm upbringing led to the nickname,

Scotland's "plough boy poet". The raw power of
his creations had such a global impact on hu

manity that he has been called the "greatest
Bard of all time." Testament to these accolades

include the most recognized song world wide,
"Auld Lang Syne", and more international monu

ments than any other writer.

There are about 200 monuments and statues

dedicated to Burns, around the world from
China to Scotland to Japan. In the U.s., everyone

of the 3,460 libraries built by Andrew Carnegie

included a bust of Robert Burns. Today, the U.S.

has a least 13 full-sized statues with pedestals
depicting Robert Burns. These are located in:

San Francisco, California

Denver, Colorado
Jacksonville, Florida

Chicago, Illinois
Quincy, Massachusetts

Detroit, Michigan
St. Louis, Missouri

Albany, New York

Central Park, New York City

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Barre, Vermont

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Cheyenne, Wyoming

Then let us pray that come it may,
(As come it will for a' that)

That Sense and Worth, o'er a' the earth,

Shall bear the gree, an' a that.
For a' that, an' a that,

It's coming yet for a' that,
That man to man, the world o'er,

Shall brithers be for a' that.

A Man's A Man for A' That

But pleasures are like poppies spread,
You seize the flow'r, its bloom is shed;

Or like the snow falls in the river,
A moment white - then melts forever

Tam 0' Shanter



Robert Burns Statue is located at

the corner of Forsyth and Skinker
Avenues, next to Bixby Hall on the

campus of Washington University in

St. Louis. William K. Bixby (1857-1931),
a founder of the St. Louis Burns Club

and a University Trustee, was

instrumental in the original
commissioning of the work. The statue

was created by Scottish-American
sculptor, Robert Aitken (1878-1949).

He was also known for designing the

The original statue before restoration.

pediment of the U.S. Supreme Court

Building in D.C., commemorative
coins, and the fountain and "Great
Rivers" statues at the Missouri state

capitol in Jefferson City.

The Burns Club donated the statue to

Washington University in 1928 to

commemorate the 170th birthday of

Burns (January 25, 1929).

The Restoration Project has given new life

to the bronze statue and the granite pedestal.

The process for the statue included pressure

cleaning with glass microspheres, repair and
patination of the bronze, saturation with acrylic

lacquer, and finishing with paste wax.

The process for the pedestal included poultice

based cleaning for stain removal, repair of the

stone and mortar cracks, cleaning and repointing.

But come, ye sons of Liberty,
Columbia's offspring, brave asfree,
In danger's hour, still flaming in the van,
Ye know, and dare maintain,

The Royalty of Man!
Ode to General Washington's Birthday

The statue restored for the 250th

celebration of the birth of R.Burns,
January 25th, 2009

Till a' the seasgang dry, my dear,
And the rocks melt wi' the sun;
And I will luve thee still, my dear,
While the sands 0' life shall run.

A Red, Red Rose


