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Inside this issue: 

The Thistle Times needs you!  We are always looking for article, poetry, short 
stories, pictures, and art work from SSAS members. 
Items to be submitted MUST be received no later than the second Wednesday 
of the month.  Items will be used at the discretion of the editors. 
Please submit items to Joe and Debbie Moore at pixieandogre@aol.com or by 
mail 306 Sauget, Cahokia IL, 62206 

 
HAPPY HOGMONAY and HAPPY NEW YEAR to everyone and their families!!!! 
 
As 2008 begins with record breaking warm weather, I found myself reflecting on 2007. With all the 
good times we’ve shared from the Burns Dinner in JAN, the Ceilidh in March, the picnic in July, The 
Scottish Games in October, the annual St. Andrew’s Day Dinner Dance in November and the Christ-
mas Party in December; we have also had to accept the untimely loss of two of our dear friends. Babs 
Stirrat one of the founding members of the Society and Alex Sutherland passed away onto the Great 
Highland Glen in the sky. They will be sorely missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with their families. 
 
We also said Bon Voyage to our Chris Brennan, who with his thirst for life and adventure began an 
exciting trip around the world. He arrived safely in Singapore on 10 JAN. The vagabond spirit in us all 
is with him. We wish him a wonderful journey and wish him home safe and sound. Thanks Chris for 
your service as Immediate Past President and the Editor of the Thistle Times. 
 
Speaking of the Thistle Times, - We welcome Joe and Debbie Moore to the Board and as co-editors of 
the Thistle Times. Be sure to keep your eyes peeled for important communications in and around and 
about your Society and St. Louis Scottish Community. 
 
2008 promises to be an exciting year, we have and are planning new events in addition to our splendid 
annual traditional events. The first was the Classical Detours “Scottish Fling” Concert at Powell Sym-
phony Hall, featuring Scottish-born conductor Nicholas McGegan, who lead the St. Louis Symphony 
in four Scottish-themed musical performances, the last which also featured a piper. It was amazing to 
see all the folks there. Our next big event is the annual Burns Dinner on 02 FEB. Ed Miller, our folk 
singer extraordinaire, from Edinburgh by way of Texas will present the Immortal Memory and per-
form his wonderful songs. It promises to be an evening of total immersion in all things Scottish. We’ll 
even have homemade Haggis. Won’t you please join us, and bring a friend or two? 
 
I’ll close for now and again wish everyone a wonderful Happy New Year. We look forward to seeing 
you all again very soon. If there is anything we can do to peak your interests, please contact any of the 
Board Members. 
 
Cheers, 
Christopher Fulton 
President  



February 2– St Andrew Society Annual Robert Burns Dinner 
 Frontenac Hilton, cocktails 5:30pm.  Reservations and checks to be in by January 

23rd.  If you still wish to go please contact Anja Lodge at 314-965-6007 or by E-mail 
at anja.lodge@gmail.com 

February 9– The Royal Dragoons Guards and the Band of the Coldstream 
Guards 

 8pm at the Fox Theatre.  Tickets can be purchased through Metrotix 
February 21– SSAS social night at the Scottish Arms 
 610 S. Sara St.  Another opportunity to wear your kilt! 
March 18– Scots for Tots Golf Tournament 
 Aberdeen Golf Club.  For more information visit www.scotsfortots.org 
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The SSAS Board has recommended a donation of $800 to Dance Caledonia for their yearly 
dance workshop to be held in early February. This action, as in years past, requires membership 
approval.  If you are opposed to this recommendation, please send an email to christo-
pher.fulton@boeing.com (No need to reply if you are in favor of the recommendation).  

Welcome New Society Members: 
James & Elizabeth McDonnell, 
 St Louis, MO 
Kyle Smith, 
 Chesterfield, MO 

By Anja Lodge 
 This year again, Santa paid a visit to the children in the Scottish St Andrew Society.  It’s 
amazing how year after year, he manages to find them.  A few of Santa’s helpers, elf Carrie and 
elf Amy, made sure there was a gift for every child, and elf Diane helped out by playing the pi-
ano and accompanying the children (and the grown ups!) in the singing of Christmas Carols.  Elf 
Amy was also of invaluable help here.  The grown ups enjoyed a meal of ham and delectable 
dishes brought by everyone and everyone admired the wonderful cake that our President, Chris 
Fulton, brought to the festivities!  A wonderful time was had by all!  

Pictures provided by Chris Fulton 
Thanks! 



Society Members around 
town 

 
Hey, Ca’ Thro’ 
(Hey, Knock Through,  
 Or Hey, Work Away)  
  Robert Burns 
Chorus 
Hey, work away, work away, 
For we have much to do! 
Hey, work away, work away,  
For we have much to do! 
 
Up with the old me of Dysart 
And the lads of Buckhaven, 
And the gossips of Largo 
And the girls of Leven! 
 
We have tales to tell, 
And we have songs to sing; 
We have pennies to spend. 
And we have pints to bring. 
 
We will live all our days, 
And them that comes behind, 
Let them do the like (same) 
And spend the wealth they win! 

Parkway Central High School Ensemble 
 

Piper, Ken Law 

Chris Fulton and Maestro, Nicholas McGegan  
Christ Fulton , Jamie Allman, Joe Moore, & Crane Durham 

 
Jean Cobain, Sandy Brennan, Bill Nicoll, and Jen Nicoll 

Craig, Maggie, Diane, Anja, Joe, and Debbie 
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Missouri Tartan Day Festivities 
 Missouri Tartan Day Festivities is  slated for April 4,5, and 6, 2008, and is moving right along 
with clans and vendors responding to our call.  Clan Leslie is planning to have their 2008 Clan 
Gathering at our MTDF.  That would mean about 150 members including their clan Chieftain, the 
Honorable Alexander Leslie, Heir to the Earl of Rothes. 
 As for our Athletic department, again this year we are featuring our 2nd annual Women’s Ath-
letic Clinic.  Along with that, Scott Runnels has announced plans for the first annual United Scottish 
Athletics Directors, Judging Clinic.   
 Our musical line up this year will feature Mother Grove returning along with another group 
from Indiana, Highland Reign.  Some spots in the musical line up still need to be filled but we are 
working on that.  Matt Pantalioni has lined up three pipe bands for us with the possibility of a forth. 
 We still have many volunteer opportunities available; Parade committee chair and volunteers, 
Music chair, Logistics committee chair and volunteers, Hanging of the Tartans committee chair and 
volunteers, fundraising, booth operators, gate monitors, Contest chair and volunteers, oh and volun-
teers.  Anyone wishing to help in any of these capacities can sign up online at 
www.MoTartanDay.com, E-mail me at bigjimfergus@sbcglobal.net, or call me at (314)664-8309.   

Thank You! 
James A. Slack 

Chairman, Missouri Tartan Day Festivities 
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Water Horse 
A movie review by Shannon Davis (age 13) 

 The movie Water Horse is something the whole family can enjoy, and 
love it!  It starts in a pub where an old man tells two college kids about a story 
of the water horse: 
 He begins in WWII.  A young boy who’s lost his father at sea (but doesn’t 
know it yet) finds a magical egg in the shallows of the loch.  While it hatches 
and becomes a lovable little thing, his mother hires a handyman.  Also a gun-
nery unit camps out in their yard. 
 The handyman and his sister help to keep the secret of the water horse, 
but things get out of hand when one of the soldiers decides that he wants to 
catch it. 
 When the old man finishes his story, you see a boy walking along a beach, 
finding a large egg. 
 I recommend that you see Water Horse.  It will appeal to Scottish kids. 
 
Look for Water Horse , now playing at a theater near you! 

 
 
Have you been to or rented a movie, read a book, been to a concert, or seen an art exhibit that you think members of 
the SSAS (young and old) might enjoy?  Lets hear what you think of it!  Send it to Joe and Debbie Moore at pixiean-
dogre@aol.com.  



 On December 3, 2007 Alex Sutherland left this world for the next. 
 His presence will surely be missed for he touched many lives and was a good 
friend to many people. 
 Born and raised in Leith, Scotland, he moved his family to St Louis in 1989 
with the intention of staying only four years.  Fortunately for us, he stayed much 
longer. 
 For many Thistle Times readers Alex was known as for the music he brought to 
many a Scottish event.  A pastime that brought much joy in his youth, it was through 
music that he also met his wife of 37 years, Carrie.  As the years went by, time for  
music grew less until they came to St Louis and joined the St Andrews Society of 
Greater St Louis.  Their involvement in the society brought greater opportunities for 
them to perform the music they loved.   
 Alex’s humor was clearly displayed in some of the songs he sung.  “Ye cannae’ 
shove your Granny off a bus” will forever be ingrained in the heads of all who heard it.  
It was also in the stories he told about Jelly sandwiches and high rise buildings and the 
jokes.  “Some of them we even laughed at”~ Mark Sutherland.   
 
 “Alex did not live or laugh in a small meek manner-you always knew 

when he was in the room and that was always a good thing.” 
       ~Tracy Herold 
 
 It was said that Alex brought an almost child-like sense of fun to any situation.  
Perhaps that was because he claimed that he would go straight from adolescence to  
senility.  Carrie, his wife, claimed that “Who they saw was what he was because of the 
workings of God.”   If that is the case then Thank God for his laughter, his jokes, his 
hugs (which were abundant).  Thank God for his music, his love of Scotland, and his 
devotion to God.  Thank God for his friendship, the chance we had to know him, and 
the memories we have of him.  May we all have the chance to meet again!    

When Death’s dark stream 
I ferry o’er 
(A time that surely shall 
come) 
In Heaven itself I’ll ask no 
more 
Than just a Highland wel-
come 
 ~Robert Burns 
 Highland Welcome 
 

Dear SSAS Friends, 
 We’ve been overwhelmed with the kindness of everyone – receiving food,  
flowers, financial gifts, transportation help, cards, emails, a shoulder to cry on, hugs, 
phone calls, etc.  Thank you so much.  These things have helped us as we’ve begun to 
come to terms with losing Alex from here.  We are going to miss him so much, his 
warm love, his infectious laughter, his crazy sense of humor, his music and singing, his 
sheer joy in living.  He was by no means perfect, as none of us are, but he was learning 
to be the man he knew God wanted him to be.  God is good and makes no mistakes.  He 
took Alex home at the time of his choosing, and we know we’ll be with him again one 
day.  So thank you, every one of you.  We appreciate all you’ve done and are doing.  I 
will be stepping back from being the membership person for at least a year as there will 
be many changes in my life this year and I need to deal with those, but I will still be at 
events, etc and I will look forward to seeing you there. 

Carrie 
On behalf of the Sutherlands 

(Alastair, and Mark, Amy, and the children)  



FAQ  “I have just read one of Burns poems but do not understand many of the words.  Help!” 
 

 For many of us born in the US the poetry of Robert Burns, written in Scottish dialect, is very 
hard to understand.  This can make the whole experience tedious and even boring.  Enter in George Dry-
burgh.   
 Born and raised in Scotland, George was well acquainted with the dialect and the poetry.  In later 
years, while living in Canada, a friend took a trip to Scotland and sent back a Scottish magazine with 
Scots dialect poetry in it, as a gift to George.  His friend asked if he could have a copy of one of the po-
ems even though he didn’t understand many of the words.  As a Thank You, George decided to translate 
all of the poems into standard English for his friend. 
 From that first bit of translation an idea was born.  George decide that he should “make a contri-
bution to ’Cultural enhancement’”  by attempting to translate the poetry of Scotland’s beloved bard, 
Robert Burns.  Staring with the poems of his childhood, George Dryburgh has, over many years, trans-
lated ALL of the works in Robert Burns into standard English for ALL to enjoy.  
 

Killiecrankie 
Robert Burns 

 
Original       Translation 
An ye had been where I hae been,    If you had been where I have been, 
Ye wad na been sae cantie, O!    You would not have been so jolly, O! 
An ye had seen what I hae seen    If you had seen what I have seen 
On the braes o’ Killiecrankie, O!    On the hillside of Killiecrankie, O! 
 
‘Whare hae ye been sae braw, lad?    ‘Where have you been so fine, lad? 
Whare hae ye been sae  brankie, O?    Where have you been so spruce, O? 
Whare hae ye been sae braw, lad?    Where have you been so fine, lad? 
Cam ye by Killiecrankie, O?’    Came you by Killiecrankie, O?’ 
 
I faught at land, I faught at sea,    I fought at land, I fought at sea, 
At hame I faught my auntie, O;    At home I fought my auntie, O; 
But I met the Devil and Dundee    But I met the Devil and Dundee  
On the braes o’ Killiecrankie, O!    On the hillside of Killiecrankie, O! 
 
The bauld Pitcur fell in a furr,    The bold Pitcur fell in a furrow, 
An’ Clavers get a clankie, O,    And Clavers got a knock, O, 
Or I had fedan Athole gled     Else I had fed an Athole hawk 
On the braes o’ Killiecrankie, O!    On the hillside of Killiecrankie, O! 
 
 
 To view George Dryburgh’s translations of all of Robert Burns poetry please visit the World 
Burns Club’s website at www.worldburnsclub.com 

Haggis Facts 
• In 2006 the Scottish Government placed Haggis on the list of unhealthy foods (along 

with hot dogs and chicken nuggets).   
• Vegetarian Haggis has been around since the 1960’s 
• British Food Fortnight recently polled 1,000 kids between the ages of 8 and 13 on 

various foods.  57% of them didn’t know what Haggis was.   
• Haggis has been mentioned in four motion pictures (Highlander, Armageddon, So I 

Married an Axe Murderer, & Ratatouille)  and five TV shows (Simpsons, Star Trek, 
Samurai Jack, The Ren and Stimpy Show, & Earthworm Jim) 

• Two PC games have villains named Haggis ( The Bard’s Tale has the Haggis Mon-
ster and Curse of Monkey Island has Haggis McMutton 
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